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Elise Pennington, Art Teacher at Ocean Township Elementary School 
 in Oakhurst, Monmouth County 

Awarded a New Jersey PTA 2019 Outstanding Educator Award 
 

Long Branch, NJ — New Jersey PTA is pleased to announce that Elise Pennington has been recognized as the 
recipient of the Outstanding Educator Award in the Teacher category at the NJPTA 118th Convention Awards 
Celebration held on March 23, 2019.  Ocean Township Elementary School PTA nominated Elise Pennington for 
her outstanding contribution to improve the lives of the children at their school.  Ocean Township Elementary 
School PTA is one of the 600 PTAs across the state. 
 
“New Jersey’s PTAs continue to strive for the children of New Jersey.  They are committed to making every 
child’s potential a reality,” said Rose Acerra, President of New Jersey PTA. “We are pleased to recognize Ocean 
Township Elementary School PTA’s recommendation for their Art teacher, Elise Pennington.” 
 
According to Ocean Township Elementary School PTA, Ms. Pennington brings the world of design, drawing, 

painting, and more to the kids at Ocean Township Elementary School.  She is a steady teacher volunteer for the 

OTES PTA’s events and activities throughout the year and hosts and curates the OTES Art Show, proudly 

displaying the students’ artwork throughout the first floor corridors.   She runs the after school Art Club for 70 

fourth graders and maintains an art classroom library.  In addition, she helps students enter the Celebrating Art 

Book contest to become a published artist. “Art is one of our favorite subjects because of Ms. Pennington!” 

students say at OTES. 

 “The Outstanding Educator Award in the Teacher category is another way that NJPTA recognizes educators who 
see the value of PTA and work together effectively to improve the lives of children in their districts.  Local 
outstanding educators bring amazing, innovative programs and services to children and families every day,” said 
Rose Acerra, President of New Jersey PTA, “and we are honored to recognize and celebrate their efforts.” 

 

About NJPTA 
NJPTA was founded in 1900 and today is comprised of over 600 local PTAs and 100,000 members.  It is part of National 
PTA’s voice with over 3.5 million members. 

About PTA 
PTA® is comprised of families, students, teachers, administrators, and business and community leaders devoted to the 
educational success of children and the promotion of parent involvement in schools. PTA is a registered 501(c)(3) nonprofit 
association that prides itself on being a powerful voice for all children, a relevant resource for families and communities, 
and a strong advocate for public education. Membership in PTA is open to anyone who wants to be involved and make a 
difference for the education, health and welfare of children and youth. National PTA was founded in 1897. 
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